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Fatherless Homes
Introduction
As the divorce rate among married couples grow to nearly fifty percent and more and more mothers conceive either before marriage, out of wedlock or after divorce, several homes remain without fathers and children live in a fatherless situation (Marri 1). The absence of a father in a family puts children and their mothers in a difficult situation where they have to look for themselves, engage in activities which can generate income for them and help them put some food on the table. The fatherless situation in home results from two major factors, one is divorce among parents. Divorce purely comes as a result of misunderstanding or failure of married couples to effectively solve their differences. The second major factor is the conception of ladies before they get and they end up living a single as single mothers. The last and more unfortunate situation is when a family loses a father through death that is, a situation where a father passes on. This paper, therefore, argues that fatherlessness in a home is disastrous and drives children to both social and economic challenges.
This research paper, therefore, analyzes the impacts of fatherlessness in a home. It reviews situations where there are a well and obvious impact which can be pointed out and be linked to fatherlessness in the family or a house. It is important that the majority of the family, father is a representation of discipline, security, and refuge for both children and mothers in case there is a problem or situation of insecurity. Insecurity here can be in the form of hunger, financial inadequacy or physical insecurity (Mancini 12). Therefore the absence of a father might mean that all the responsibilities of a father to the family or home is surely missing. As such, it is important to determine what exactly does fatherlessness in a home is and how does it impact members at whatever level.
Problem Definition and significance of the study
A father figure is a very important image or example on children and the wife. Naturally, it is the father who is mandated to provide security for the family, ensure kids are well disciplined and provide family economic and social needs. Majority of married couples do divorce without understanding what they are just about to subject there ex-wives and children into. At the same time, wives are quick to run out of marriage or decide to be singles mothers without proper analysis of how a home without a father shall look like (Freeks 90). Scholars, however, have not gained much interest on this important social issues which has risen due to inadequate information on the long run consequences of divorcing, running away from a spouse or deciding to be a single mother. Therefore, inadequate research and information about negative impacts are one of the reasons why avoidable fatherlessness has been on the rise worldwide over the recent past.
This research is critical in providing a clear explanation of the fatherlessness in the family or home. The research is important in determining the main causes of fatherlessness, consequences and how the consequences can be avoided. The main target for the research is the divorced and married couples so that they can get into the fatherless situation or fathers can abandon their families and homes knowing what they are subjecting to their family too. It is also important for the teenage relationships and those who get pregnant before marriage to understand the difficulties they are subscribing to for conceiving or engaging in activities which can result in unplanned pregnancy. It is, therefore, crucial to carry out research in determining the condition of the fatherless homes. This will help in creating public awareness of the looming conditions of fatherlessness or absence of the father in a home or family. It is hence worth taking to shed more light on what fatherless homes go through in their lives.
Methodology
The research targets mostly fatherless children and single mothers. Single mothers are given the opportunity to make the researcher understand the weight of having a family without a father. This is to help determine a clear picture of fatherlessness in a family. The research philosophy is positivism where the research already has an overview of what fatherlessness brings to a family. It tends to prove existing theories on the research topic (Mancini 4). The data collection method relies on secondary sources. It analyzes available publications for online and in the libraries to determine what other authors or scholars think about the issue. 
Previous researches provide a clear information about the impacts of fatherlessness in a home or family. The research relies on the quantitative data which provides descriptions of the situation but have very little of qualitative. This indicates that research is both qualitative and quantitative where descriptions and values are very important. The findings are then subjected to quantitative analysis to really provide proper descriptions of the situation. It is then followed by drawing a conclusion based on the research findings. The main objective is to create a vivid picture of the condition or situation in fatherless homes.
Literature Review
Causes of fatherlessness in homes
According to research carried out by reconciled fathers’ ministry, it was realized that divorce is one of the major causes of fatherlessness in a family (Kumasi 2). This was published on the ‘fact sheet on the absence of fathers’. It outlined that nearly half of children do not have a father figure on them. 
The analysis of the percentage of fatherless homes stood at forty-nine percent. It found out that children even though, might know where their fathers live or stay, they truly find it difficult to continuously travel to and from where there two parents stay. As such, they end up spending most of their times in the absence of their fathers. It further found out that though, divorced, children would still visit their fathers and suffer total misery.
 	Another major cause for fatherlessness is imprisonment of fathers. It the united states of America only, research carried out by Stahl found out that male prisoners are fathers to over 1.5 million children who are left fatherless in the home (Haywood 13). Other than that, the death of fathers is also a major factor that deprives most families of the love and responsibilities of their fathers. 
Death is one of the saddest situations which takes beloved fathers away from most homes. Some homes lose their fathers when they are still young probably with children under eighteen years of age. From the same research, it is pointed out that employment also takes fathers overseas or far towns. This indicates that there are families which survive on a fatherlessness due to employment responsibilities which can make fathers live out without meeting their families for a substantially longer duration.  The last factor is giving birth before marriage and decision of some women to be single mothers. Therefore fatherless situations can also be as a result of a decision by women to be live as single mothers or abandonment of families by the fathers. 
Role of the father in a home
According to research carried out by Austin, it was realized that fathers play an important role in the upbringing and development of children (Austin 4). In this research, fathers pointed out that a father is the boss of the house and therefore absenteeism of a father means there is no head in that house. In the article, it stated that fathers are the captains of the family or home. This indicates that fathers are mandated to oversee majority of things going on in the family including children’s behavior, ensuring respectable image of home, financing the family and working hard to ensure that at all times their families have something to put on the table and also to ensure the security of the family from external, internal attacks or economic and social securities of their homes. In this regard, fathers are seen as the central disciplinary personnel for most families.
Other than normal duties fathers have in the family, there is also a hidden responsibility of being a role model. According to research by Stephen and Bergh, it was realized that fathers are important in showing children the right path through leading by example (Bergh 120). The researchers agree that good fathers are always admired by their children, their daughters dream that they one day get married to men like their father whereas sons also hope that they be like their fathers. In this scenario, the presence of a father figure in a family gives children some virtues to borrow from their two parents (Stephens 168). 
Therefore the absence of a father at home deprives children of something to borrow from their fathers. This is because parents are the best role models and children would like to have both of them to appreciate the father figure in their lives and also to borrow one or two characters from their father which can positively affect their lives in future. 
Effects of fatherlessness on Children. 
Nowak sheds light on the effect of fatherlessness by linking it adolescence promiscuity and teenage pregnancies on children (Nowak 1). The absence of fathers creates situations where there is very little force to provide for children and also to correct them. It is very difficult for single mothers to correct their children at teenage more so because they feel big and cannot be punished. Ellis also confirmed the ordeal by expressing that fatherlessness can make young girls prone to early sexual activities because they do not understand the notion of having sex after marriage, they might be poor and therefore trying to engage in sexual activities for a few dollars or just having nobody to correct them and educate them on dangers of sexual promiscuity. 
Through research carried out by Bogan, fatherlessness in homes can create serious emotional effects on children and wife. He argues that females to be specific will always look for other males to act as their father or husband hence leading them to irresponsible sexual behaviors. It also found out that lack of fathers can make children develop abandonment of opposite sex. Daughters will feel that men can always abandon their families and on the other side, male children might not feel guilty for abandoning their families (Ellis 2). For daughters, this might make them find ways of seeking attention for men and at the same time hate men even if they have not been hurt by any. In this scenario, children shall live without understanding the importance of fathers or complete families thereby being people who are not family oriented.
Bogan again relates fatherlessness in children to the low academic performance. In the research with Krohn, he points out that children without a father figure in their lives are likely to have behavioral change which might negatively affect children’s school performance. In his research, he outlines that nearly 71% of all school dropouts come from fatherless families. The act can be linked to lack of father guidance or poverty for education (Krohn 2). The research is a clear indication that fathers play an important role in taming the academic performance of their children through ensuring that their behavior is okay and in line with education guidelines. 
Conclusion
Father is a fundamental figure at home that should be there to help guide the family in a proper manner. This research paper has analyzed the situations which lead to fatherless homes like divorce, conception outside wedlock and teenage pregnancy, employment if far towns or countries, the decision by some women and death. It is very difficult to raise children in a family where there is no father due to the fact that a father acts as a role model, disciplines children and ensures that children and family move in the right direction. In addition to that, it is the responsibility of fathers to ensure that a family is financially stable and socially respectable. As such, fatherless homes risks being in a poor family, negative implication on academic performance, a negative change of behavior and attitude and early sexual promiscuity. Therefore, it is disastrous to be in fatherless homes. 
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